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of the sacred body; so that all, smitten by sudden fear
and terror, were stupefied, and trembled exceedingly,
and cried out that the body of this righteous man must
be given up. And so at once the body was yielded,
and was honorably removed by the aforesaid brethren
of sacred memory, and without labor of rowersx was
brought on the thirtieth day after the saint's decease
to the abovementioned city of Magontia.

The wonderful providence of almighty God brought
it to pass, that on one and the same day, though the
time had not been beforehand set and appointed, there
assembled unto the funeral of this great man, as if the
day had been set and predetermined, not only the
ambassadors who brought the sacred body, but also
many faithful men and women from distant and widely
scattered countries. Moreover the saint's successor in
his venerable office, Lul, bishop of the Lord, who at
that time was present in the king's palace, came to the
city of Magontia as it were at the same hour and mo-
ment, though he was altogether ignorant of the occa-
sion, and knew not of the arrival of the sacred body.2

1  " Per Rheni alveum navim trahere, et superiora petere coepe-
runt."   Vita Sturmi, i$b.

2  This passage is discussed at length by Michael Tangl in his essay
"Das Todesjahr des Bonifatius," in Zeitschrift des Vereins fur hess-
ische Geschichte und Landeskunde, Neue Folge, xxvii (Cassel, 1903),
pp. 243 L   It appears to me, however, to weigh somewhat heavily
against Tangl's contention (see below) that Eonif ace died in 754, not
755 as stated by WUlibald.   In the latter year Lul's presence at the
palace at Verneuil near the end of June is probable, since King
Pippin had assembled there a synod of " almost all the bishops of the
Gauls."   K.G.H., Capitularia, i, pp. 32-37;  Bohmer-Muhlbacher,